Guidelines for Drawing Seed sample during 2010-11

The GOI through the Gazette reference cited has informed that ‘Cotton Seeds’ are again included in the Schedule of Essential Commodities Act 1955 thereby bringing Cotton seeds again under the purview of Seeds (Control) Order 1983. Hence, keeping in view of the repugnancy between Seeds (Control) Order 1983 and AP Cotton Seeds (Regulation of Supply Distribution, sale and fixation of sale price) Act 2007, the Section 5(1)(a), 6, 8, 9, 10, 12(2) to 15 and Section 17 of AP Cotton Seeds Act 2007 and Rules made there under become ineffective and the provisions of Seeds (Control) Order 1983 need to be followed to that extent. 
The remaining provisions of AP Cotton Seeds Act 2007 viz., Section 1, 2, 3, 4, 5(1) (b), 5(2), 7, 11, 12(1), 16 and 18 to 22 are not repugnant to Seeds (Control) Order 1983 and hence the same need to be followed and acted upon under this Act.

Thus, for Cotton sampling and referring to the notified lab for analysis, the provisions of Seeds Act 1966 and Seeds (Control) Order 1983 need to be followed as was done prior to the enactment of AP Cotton Seeds Act 2007.  

The outline of the procedure including a step wise guidelines meant for application by Seed Inspectors in their day-to-day Quality Control work is as follows:
· Separate targets are stipulated for all crop seed lots and cotton seed lots.
· Targets are stipulated season wise for all the crops.

· C&DA, AP Code is allocated for all crop seeds in regular manner.

· The procedure laid down in Seeds Rules 1968 and Schedule B of Seeds (Control) Order 1983 should be followed meticulously in respect of drawal and dispatch of samples of all crop seed lots including cotton seeds.

· The samples should be sent only to the allotted labs for all crops. In case of the districts allotted to STL, Tadepalligudem, the Cotton samples shall be referred to DNA FP Lab, Hyderabad for analysis and not to STL, Tadepalligudem.
· All the Bt Cotton BG-II samples drawn, irrespective of the district, must be referred to the DNA Fingerprinting Lab, SAMETI, Old Malakpet for analysis.

· All the seed Inspectors notified earlier are also notified under Environmental (Protection) Act 1986. By virtue of their empowerment under EP Act 1986, they are now entrusted with the job of implementation of EP Act 1986 and Rules 1989 and this could be possible only after understanding the provisions of Section of the said Act & Rules.
· All the seed Inspectors are equipped with know-how of Seeds Laws in training programmes, literature on Seeds Laws including EP Act 1986 and Rules made there under, Seed Inspectors manual, Notified and De-notified Varieties and Compendium of deliberations during Capacity Enhancement 2006 and thereafter from this Commissionerate.
COMMON MISTAKES WHICH DISQUALIFY THE SAMPLES FOR ANALYSIS AND LEAD TO REJECTION.
· Referring undersized submitted sample
· Not Using Forms prescribed under specific Act.

· Non-furnishing of specimen of Seed Inspectors Seal on Memorandum to seed Analyst.

· Improper packing without sealing, fastening in prescribed manner.

· Non-furnishing of information slip

· Non-furnishing of C&DA, AP Code

· Sending requisition letter in non prescribed form and in incomplete shape.

· Sending samples having information sheet and requisition letter along with actual seed content of the sample, leading to loss of legibility. (Information sheet and Memorandum to Analyst invariably be placed outside the cloth bag within final wrapper).
· Sending of samples for PMG in hermitical pack (airtight containers) which may affect the viability of the seed.
· Placing requisition for Moisture test without sending separate portion of sample in vapour proof containers.

· Sending the actual packet / container offered for sale as sample leading to violation of secrecy.

· Delay in sending of sample to the laboratory which may affect the quality of seed.

· Sending of sample in damaged containers leading to loss of identity and variation in test results.

· Sending sample to non designated laboratory.
IN RESPECT OF GOT SAMPLES:
· Sending of sample without prior permission of Commissioner & Director of Agriculture, A.P., Hyderabad.
· Separate GOT sample should be sent exclusively to Assistant Director of Agriculture

(Seed Testing Lab) Rajendranagar with clear and distinct request for GOT.

· Sending of sample of non notified kind and varieties without check sample and
       Distinguishable characters.

SENDING OF SAMPLE FOR GENETIC PURITY / VARIETAL PURITY / EVENT DETERMINATION AT DNA FINGERPRINTING LAB, SAMETI

The samples can be collected from seeds as well as from standing crop.

· Seed sample size: 25 gm (for all DNA based tests)

· Sample from standing crop: The Seed inspectors should collect disease free young leaves from 50 individual plants @ 2-3 leaves per plant. The leaves collected from one plant should not be mixed with leaves collected from other plants. They should be packed separately in polythene covers in ice packs. The Seed inspector should carry ice packs to the field and place the samples leaves on it. Ice packs are generally available in Medical shops.

· Packing and transport of the samples: The seed samples have to be packed in Cloth bags while leaf samples are to be packed in self sealing polythene packs. The collected sample needs to be transported immediately over ice packs in Thermacol box to the DNA Lab to prevent deterioration of DNA.
· Details to be furnished along with the samples: Kind and Variety details in the information sheet.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Sending of more than one sample from single lot should be avoided without necessity i.e., drawal of sample from fragmented lot, stored at two different places under different conditions.

2. The seed Inspector shall maintain seed sample register with full particulars along with
Code number assigned to the seed sample and particulars of test results with specific

mention of substandard results.

3. The seed inspectors should be instructed to draw (3) representative seed samples as prescribed under existing Seeds Laws. The practice of drawing (4) portions of seed samples and referring the 4th portion to the DNA Lab, Hyderabad shall be dispensed with henceforth and need not be followed.
4. The Seed Inspector should not mention the name of the dealer/distributor/producer, while sending sample to the concerned Seed Testing Lab to maintain secrecy and ensure that in Memorandum to Analyst / Information sheet no such information should be furnished.

5. Any deviation in following the procedures laid down in Seeds Act, 1966 and Seeds (Control) Order, 1983 will de viewed seriously and action will be taken on officer concerned.
6. Several instances were noticed, where seed sample were packed and sent in polythene bags instead of cloth bags which is highly irregular as such variation in result are expected due to this error. Therefore, the Joint Directors of Agriculture are requested to give strict instructions to their sub-ordinates to follow the procedure meticulously.
7. There are several instances wherein some of the Seed Inspectors are submitting samples less than the quantity prescribed as submitted sample (as per Annexure V). It should be avoided in future. Failing to comply the instructions, disciplinary action will be initiated against the Seed Inspector concerned. The Joint Directors of Agriculture shall ensure that Seed Inspectors do not commit such mistakes.

8. While drawing samples, the Seed Inspectors shall obtain information fully, which will be required in the event of declaration of sample as sub-standard so as to facilitate them for further legal proceedings and to face chief / cross / re-cross examination in court of Law.
9. Above all the Prosecution proposals should be sent in revised prescribed proforma immediately on receipt of analytical results of sub-standard sample without fail duly following the procedure prescribed for prosecution.
10. The Seed Inspectors while drawing the samples should preferably select seed lots having sufficient validity period to utilize the provision of referral analysis given vide Section 16(2) of Seeds Act 1966.
11. Particulars of all the rejected samples should be intimated to C&DA, JDAs concerned and the concerned Seed Inspector by the concerned ADA (STLs) for updating their targets / achievements accordingly.

12. The JDAs shall instruct all the Seed inspectors to delete the samples rejected by lab from their achievements for arriving at factual achievements under intimation to JDA concerned.

13. The guidelines communicated for uniform implications of sub-standard samples across the state should be strictly adopted duly intimating details of kind and variety, lot no and name of the seed producer to the other 21 district JDAs in the State.

14. The drawal of Bt cotton hybrid seed samples at random from 20% seed lots at dealer / producer points, under Pre-release Quality Assurance Programme will be considered under Law Enforcement category. As such all applicable procedures should be followed.
15. The samples referred under service category and payment category to the notified labs and district labs established under Single Window Diagnostic Facility Scheme shall also be not considered as achievement under Law Enforcement sample. Hence they should not use the C&DA code meant for Law Enforcement samples for other category of samples.

Relevant Forms and other requirements as prescribed under different Seeds Laws are as follows:

	Under Seeds Act 1966 and Seeds (Control) Order 1983
	Under Environmental (Protection) Act 1986 

	(i) Form III (Notice for stop sale)

(ii) Form IV (Memorandum for seizure of material and record)

(iii) Form V (Memorandum to Seed Analyst)

(iv) Form VI (Notice to seed dealer for sampling)

(v) Form VII (Report of the Seed Analyst)

(vi) Form VIII (Details of samples taken)

(vii) Cash / credit / memo or bill

(viii) Return of stock position in Form D

(ix) Truthful Label cards

(x) Acknowledgement of dealer for receiving the dealers sample.

(xi) Panchnama conducted at the time of drawal of sample and seizure of seed / records.

(xii) Bill / registered post receipt for the sample sent to the STL.

(xiii) Copy of the covering letter addressed to the ADA (STL) and post receipt for samples sent to STL.

(xiv) Delivery challan / Invoice copy of the seed supplier.
	(i) Form I: Notice of intention to have sample analyzed.

(ii) Form II: Memorandum to Government Analyst.

(iii) Form III: Report by Government Analyst

(iv) Form IV: Form of Notice

(v) Cash / credit / memo or bill

(vi) Return of stock position in Form D.

(vii) TruthfulLabel cards

(viii) Acknowledgement of dealer for receiving the dealers sample.

(ix) Panchnama conducted at the time of drawal of sample and seizure of seed  / records.

(x) Bill / registered post receipt for the sample sent to the STL.

(xi) Copy of the covering letter addressed tot eh ADA (STL) and post receipt for samples sent to STL.

(xii) Delivery challan / invoice copy of seed supplier.


16. The practice of sending samples to the notified labs as per new allocation made this year shall strictly be followed.

17. The district JDAs should also issue suitable instructions to ADAs not to include ADA (STL) / Seed Analyst as official witness in normal course while instituting prosecution to avoid frequent court duty to the Seed Analyst during and after relinquishing the post of Seed Analyst. However, as a special case on request of defense counsel, if summon is received from Magistrate, the concerned Seed Analyst shall appear in the court as official witness and as a routine his appearance as witness should be avoided.

The district JDAs are further directed to constitute divisional level squads comprising of divisional ADA of neighboring division, Seed Inspectors of the concerned mandal for intensive inspection of all seed outlets in the division for verification of outlets and seeking compliance to Seeds Laws including the Environmental (Protection) Act 1986 and discriminative drawal of seed samples twice in Kharif season and once in Rabi season and their work should be monitored by DDA working in the O/o JDA or any other officer nominated by JDA. The monitoring officer shall be responsible for compilation and reporting of (3) times inspections individually to the JDA concerned under copy to the C&DA, AP without fail. The schedule of squads for tentative programme should be furnished to this office.

The Quality control report should be furnished in prescribed proforma by 5th of every preceding month without fail.
The district JDAs should see that the above instructions should be followed scrupulously by the Seed Inspectors so as to avoid the rejection of samples at lab level and also to conduct the prosecution effectively against the offenders. Any deviation in following the instructions will be viewed seriously and the concerned Seed Inspectors will be personally held responsible for the said lapses.


In case of any further guidance / clarification required, the Seed Inspector may contact the JDA (Seeds) / DDA (Seeds) / ADA (Seed Regulation) for instant response.
